The Coming Civilization
they produce water which has this new quality of
wetness.
On the emergence theory we imagine this force
starting from jelly-like protoplasm and gradually
pushing its way forward until it develops life, the
intricate organism of the animal, and the still more
intricate organism of human intelligence. It will
go on, climbing up and up, to develop forms and
beings of which we have at present no conception.
This theory avoids a good many of the difficulties
which both atheistic materialism and theism en-
counter. It suggests, for example, an explanation
for the apparent imperfections in creation: the
antediluvian monsters were a first attempt at
animal life, a grotesque and rather amateur effort
which had eventually to be scrapped. What seems
to be such prodigal waste in the universe, the
creation of myriad stars which appear to serve no
useful purpose, can be explained on the same
ground. The cruelties and imperfections of nature
are mistakes, and the desolate stars are discarded
experiments. Only gradually does the creative force
learn to be more successful in its art.
It is not theism. But in some respects this emergent
force is like God. It must be a highly intelligent
force, for even on the lowest estimate the universe
is a marvellous achievement. And, like God, emer-
gent evolution must have been free to choose and
therefore to design. If it did not choose, we are back
again at the materialist proposition, that the present
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